
LABOUR PROPOSAL 

FOR FIVE SPEED HUMPS IN 

LARKSHALL ROAD 
 

SEE THE DETAILED PROPOSALS INSIDE 
 

Following a brief consultation in December, the Labour-

run Council has published formal orders which, if       

confirmed, would give them the power to build five    

separate speed-tables along Larkshall Road between 

the New Road roundabout and the junction with Ropers 

Avenue. 
 

As your local Councillors, we are surprised because    

nobody has contacted us suggesting such a significant 

and controversial response to the problem of speeding 

traffic in Larkshall Road.  
 

We asked the Council for details and were told seven 

accidents had taken place “in the area” and that 40 

people had responded to the consultation. We don’t 

think this is a very representative sample given the  

number of people who use the road and we have heard 

from a number of residents who do not support this. 
 

We urge you to take a look at the detailed drawings 

which we have reproduced inside this leaflet and, if you 

wish, to let the Council know what you think. 
 

The newly formed Highams Park Planning Group, which 

is working towards producing a Neighbourhood Plan for 

the area, has decided to object to the proposals and 

the detail from their letter is reproduced on the back of 

this leaflet.  
 

You might want to read this before responding. 
 

Best Wishes 
 

Your local Conservative Councillors 

Lack of proper prior consultation 
The consultation prior to the publication of these proposed orders was flawed. The area consulted 
was insufficient given the area served by this section of Larkshall Road, an advertised event was             
rescheduled without residents being properly informed and the consultation was held over a short 
period over Christmas and New Year. No prior consultation was held to consider alternatives to the 
designed scheme. We understand that this consultation supported the scheme but these results 
should be made available.  
 

Appropriate speed limit 

Reducing the speed limit to 20mph is not appropriate for such a busy distributor road which is used by 
buses, heavy vehicles and provides one of the main routes to Tesco.  The consultation document   
explained that the proposals are intended to ‘introduce vertical deflection (speed tables) to self-
enforce the 20 mph speed restriction.’ There are ‘advisory’ signs on the bends indicating 20mph, but 
they are just advisory and have no legal significance. In any event, some of the proposed speed tables 
are outside the advisory 20mph sections of Larkshall Road 
 

The proposal to implement speed tables is therefore confusing and potentially dangerous, particularly 
for motor-cyclists, who would not be expecting such severe deflections and could well be thrown off 
their machines. It would also be potentially dangerous to other vehicles as drivers would not be     
expecting such severe measures. 
 

If speeding is a problem then alternatives should be considered, such as narrowing of the road,      
localised build outs and  alternate priority zones or mini roundabouts at some of the junctions, (as 
introduced in Chingford Lane). The installation of either fixed point speed cameras or ANPR averaging 
cameras ought also to be considered. 
 

We understand that the scheme is being proposed due to an accident problem. It would be useful to 
see the accident figures to understand the nature and location of these accidents. 
 

Increased atmospheric pollution and noise 
The Transport Research Laboratory, part of the Department of Transport, has conducted emissions 
tests on roads with speed humps and found the following increase in emissions: Schemes with a 75 
metre hump spacing showed increases in CO and HC of around 70 - 80% and 70 - 100% respectively, 
and an increase in CO2 of around 50-60%." To calculate the possible effect of smoother driving after 
the installation of humps (without braking and acceleration) TRL measured the change in emissions 
associated with moving from a constant speed of 30 mph to a constant speed of 20 mph and found 
the following results: CO and HC increased by 40 - 80%, CO2 by 30 - 40% and NOx by 20 - 30 %. Whilst 
speed tables as opposed to speed humps are proposed, an increase in pollution is inevitable. 
 

Drivers will accelerate between humps then slow down and accelerate again. This causes an increase 
in noise pollution, particularly from buses and heavier goods vehicles, especially those travelling up-
hill. There will also be "bump-thump" noise generated by vehicles passing over the humps. 
 

No improvement in safety 
It is generally accepted that speed tables are the least effective physical deterrent to excessive speed 
and as such it cannot be expected that they will make a significant difference to speeds and therefore 
safety, especially given the distance between them which will allow for acceleration back to the prior 
road speed. 

HALE END & HIGHAMS PARK and LARKSWOOD CONSERVATIVES 

 

Your Hale End & 

Highams Park 

Councillors 

 

Councillor 
Paul Braham 
 
 
 
Councillor 
Darshan Sunger 
 
 
 
 
Councillor 
Sheree Rackham 
 

 

 

Your Larkswood 

Councillors 
 

Councillor 
John Moss 
 
 
 
Councillor 
Bernadette Mill 
 

 
Our e-mail addresses are: 
 

cllr.paul.braham@... 
cllr.darshan.sunger@... 
cllr.sheree.rackham@... 
cllr.john.jc.moss@... 
cllr.bernadette.mill@... 
 

...walthamforest.gov.uk 
 

Or call 020 8496 3000 

DID YOU 

KNOW ABOUT 

THIS? 

To respond to these proposals, you should either e-mail the Council or write in before the 
10th of March 
E-mail to:  traffic.scheme@walthamforest.gov.uk 
Write to:  Traffic Orders, Engineering Design, Low Hall, Argall Avenue, London E10 7AS 
Quoting Reference: Traffic Order T5 -  Larkshall Road  



The one aspect of this scheme that most people support is the proposed change at the level crossing to make it safer for pedestrians to cross.  

Also, following the consultation, the proposed relocation of the bus stop between the two entrances to Larkshall Cresecent has been dropped. However, the Council is 

looking at ways of providing better access to the bus stop for people with disabilities or who have difficulty with steps. 

This leaflet is promoted and printed by John Moss on behalf of Chingford & Woodford Green Conservative Association both of 64a Station Road London E4 7BA 


